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House of Representatives
316 Ford House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN .DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL RECEIVED

.'!261993

Dear Chairman Markey:

This is in response to your letter of September 20, 1993,
addressing our rule making proceeding on personal communications
service (PCS).

On September 23, 1993, the Commission adopted provisions that
allocate spectrum and promulgate rules for PCS. We also proposed
rules to implement the provisions of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993 that relate to PCS, including the
assignment of licenses by competitive bidding and the
classification of PCS as a mobile service as provided in
amendments to section 332 of the Communications Act.

In the PCS proceeding, we allocated 160 megahertz in the emerging
technology bands at 2 GHz for PCS services. Licensed services
were allocated a total of 120 megahertz. This substantial amount
of spectrum is four times the spectrum originally allocated to
the cellular radio service. We believe this is sufficient to
foster new mobile services and technologies and to promote
competition among PCS providers as well as between PCS providers
and cellular operators. We expect that this allocation will
ensure the rapid development and implementation of service and
provide the flexibility necessary for PCS licensees to coordinate
with existing microwave licensees.

Unlicensed PCS devices were allocated a total of 40 megahertz of
spectrum. This allocation was divided between voice-like
operations and data-like operations, with each receiving 20 MHz.
This amount of spectrum for unlicensed PCS should foster
development of a wide range of new wireless services and devices
for both voice and data uses.

The channeling plan for the licensed services provides two 30 MHz
channel blocks, one 20 MHz channel block, and four 10 MHz channel
blocks. PCS licensees are permitted to aggregate up to 40
megahertz in anyone service area. Licensees also will be able
to aggregate service areas without restriction. This will permit
between three and seven service providers per market, the number
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depending upon aggregations that may occur during the competitive
bidding process. The Commission concluded that this approach
will ensure a robust and competitive market for PCS, foster a
diversity of PCS offerings, permit broad participation in the
provision of PCS (including participation by existing cellular
providers), and permit the Commission to consider special
opportunities to promote the participation in PCS of small
businesses, rural telephone companies, and companies owned by
minorities and women.

The service areas for the licensed services are based on Rand
McNally's Major Trading Areas (MTAs) and Basic Trading Areas
(BTAs) as defined in the First Report and Order which adopted
rules for 900 MHz PCS, FCC No. 93-329 (released July 23, 1993.)
There are 51 MTAs and 492 BTAs for licensing purposes. The
Commission concluded that BTAs are representative of likely PCS
markets in which local communications will take place and that
MTAs will provide the economies of scale and scope necessary to
promote development of low cost PCS equipment. MTAs also will
facilitate operation of regional and, possibly, national systems
that will promote roaming within a large geographic area and
interoperability with other PCS systems.

Cellular licensees are permitted to hold a 10 MHz channel block
in their cellular service areas. We believe that limiting a
cellular provider to one 10 MHz channel block in its service area
checks the potential for unfair competition. Cellular providers
are permitted full participation in PCS outside of their service
areas, defined as any PCS service area where the cellular
licensee is authorized to serve less than 10 percent of the
population. This approach will allow participation by cellular
operators in PCS and provide opportunity for the early
development of PCS by taking advantage of cellular providers'
expertise, economies of scope between PCS and cellular service,
and existing infrastructures.

The Commission established PCS licensing terms of 10 years and
provided renewal expectancies similar to those which apply to the
cellular service. The Commission expects that this relatively
long license period and high renewal expectancy will provide a
stable environment that is conducive to investment, and thereby
will foster the rapid development of PCS.

For construction requirements, the Commission required PCS
licensees to offer service to at least one-third of the
population in their market areas within five years of being
licensed, two-thirds within seven years and 90 percent within ten
years.
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Finally, regarding 2 GHz pioneer's preferen~es, the Commission
deferred its decision on this issue .. We currently are "
considering the fifty 2 GHz pioneer's preference requests and
·anticipate making a decision shortly addressing these requests.

Thank you for "letting me Know your views on PCS regulatory
issues. I share your concern regarding competition in providing
PCS services and believe that the public interest will be served
best if there is vigorous competition among PCSproviders, and
between PCS and cellular providers. The Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993 gives the Commission flexibility to
.ensure competition. As noted above, we have proposed rules to
implement that legislation in two separate proceedings that
address competitive bidding and mobile services. I anticipate
that the Commission will adopt final rules in those proceedings
in the first part of next year. I have enclosed copies of the
press releases relating to all of these Commission actions on
PCS.

Sincerely,

James H. Quello
Chairman

Enclosures
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The Honorable James h. Quello
~e.Honorable Ervin S. Duqqan
The Honorabl. Andrew C. Barrett
Fod.eral Coillmunications Commi.s,ion
1919 H street, N.W.
Washinqton, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Quello and Commissioners Duggan and Barrett:

I am writing to expre•• my views on a number ot important
i ••ues facing the Commission as it .eeks to establish the rules
for Personal Communications services (PCS) in General Docket No.
90-314.

In establishinq rUles for PCS the Commission has a rare
opportunity to define tho tuture ot communications. PCS, which
will encompass a broad family ot services, has the potential of
shaping that wire I ••• future in a way that benefits consumers and
promotes innovation and commercial success by American companies
and 'American workers. To realize that potential, the FCC should
structure the rules ao that a variety of companies can
participate in the wirele.a revolution.

In order tor pes to deliver on the promise held out in its
advance billinq, the Commission must structure the mark.t so that
competition ia encouraged and. that competitors have a chance to
compete aqalnst current providers of cellular service. In that
reqard, I urq. the COmMission to taKe allot its actions on PCS
in light of tho recently enacted Title VI of the Budget
Reconciliation Act.

That l.qislatlon provides that the Commission must ensure
that frequencies are allocated to stimulate the development of
new communications technologies. The law also modifies some
Federal requirements on the cellular industry, and preempts, at
least initially, State rate regulation of cellular. Legislation
that modifi•• theae requirements only makes sense if we ensure
competition from PCS; in fact, promoting competition by PCS was
one of the reasons Why I proposed as part of Budget
Reconciliation to make .pectrum available for ne~ services.
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A decision that would permit the cellular industry to have
an unequal share of radio "pectrum "in regio.n': runs the risk that
an incumbent cellular carrier could dominate the wireless market
in its service territory, possibly undermining this brand-new
~aderal policy_ For this reason I I urge the Commission to limit
~ha ability c! cellular companies :0 gain pes spectru~ ~ithi~

their s.ervic8 ;:arritory- Obviously, companies that are
unaffiliateo ~i~h Q c6l1ul~r provider should ~ct be Gubject to
these limitations. I think the suggastion by NTIA that the t~o

incumb~nt cellular providers coulQ cOwpetc ~or one 10 or 15 MHz
license has merit to the extent that it promotes comp~tition and
limits the ability ot cellular companies to monopoli~. the
spectrum. Restricting the incumbent cellular providers' in this
way also helps to equalize the spectrum utilized by all
competitors.

Another crucial issue affecting the ability of pcs to be a
viable service and competitive with cellular is the amount of
spectrum each licensee receive.. If pcs i. to succeed, both
license~ and unlicensed PCS must have adequate spectrum to make
these services viable, attordable, and available 1n the near ,
term. In selecting the appropriate allocation of spect~, the
Commission should allocate sufficient spectrum so that disruption
to current microwave users is minimized. Moreover, I think it i&
advisable that the Commission err on the side ot "relatively
large" blocks of spectrum, because to err on the other side ot
too little spectrum would be to place the future of pes at riak.
The views expressed by the NTIA in its September 14, 1993 letter,
Which recommended an allocation of 30 MHz tor licensees and 35-40
MHz tor unlioenaed servicQa, should be thQ minimum allocation the
commission considers. In addition, the Commission should stick
to whatever spectrum decision it makes and not permit further
consolidation of spectrum. However, joint ventures with small
businesses should not be preclUded.

Related to the a~ount of spectrum available to each licensee
is the size of the service territory. A system ot rural service
areas (RSAs) and metropolitan service areas (MSAs) would be
unworkable, both trom the perspective of the Commission, which
would have to administer the auctioning ot thoucands of licenses,
and from the perspective of a PCS operator, ~hich may not realize
the economies of .cal. and SCope necessary to compete with
cellular. On the other hand, a nationwide license seems to go
too tar and could crowd out a number at small businesses and
entrepreneurs. Thus, the Commission should seek a middle ground
with Basic Trading Areas and Metropolitan Trading Areas that best
advances the goals of competition and the values embQdded in the
Communications Act.
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The Commission also should take steps that promote the rapid
deployment of ~ata pes and encourage entrepreneurs and
innovation. with respect to data PCS, the Commisslo~ should
con~ider allocating that portion of th~ 'spectrum that ..auld be
most· easily cleared .. In that way data pes could move quickly to
have clear spectrum and begin dalivQring i~5 unique services to
the pUblic. It is equally important that the Commission remain
faithful to its goal of encouraging innovation and
entrepreneurship. for that reason, the Commission should take
steps to ensure that those firms awarded a "pioneer's preterence"
have a meaninqful opportunity to provide service alongvith other ..
pes license holders. The spec.trum. allocated to pioneer'. .
preference holders, therefore, should be on par with the spectrum
allocated to other major PCS licensees, both in terms ot size and
location.

Finally, I want to associate myself with two points made by
my Committee colleaques, Representatives Boucher, synar,
Slattery, Tauzin, Hall, Cooper, Lambert, and crapo, in a
September 15, 1993 latter to the Commission. Specifically, they
urge the Commission to require licensees to build out their
service areas within a specific time frame, and to build out at a
constant rate covering the entire qeoqraphic area. I think these
points flow directly trom the leqislation that our Committee
adopted and which was included in the Omnibus BUdget
Reconciliation Act, and I support these points completely.

I commend the Commission for the speed with which it is
resolving these thorny issues. I appreciate your consideration
of these views.

Sincerely,

~~~~
Chairman


